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Walnut Creek Students Learn Lessons
in Central America, by Elizabeth Bell

What Can We Do?

San Francisco Chronicle, Friday, July 14, 2000

One of the major concerns of teens who are interested in
learning about the world is “What can we do to stop poverty?
How do we do it? Where to start?”
First, know what the major causes of poverty are: war, civil
war in a lot of cases and high interest debt of a lot of countries.
The World Bank (WB), controlled largely by the United States,
convinced a country to take out a loan. The money is often spent
on a war which damages the country, and creates a massive
debt, plus interest. The IMF and WB forces privatization of
schools and other public services so the interest can be paid.
The country then spirals downhill. Poverty and malnutrition
become the major way of life.
The most obvious thing to do is to start letter writing campaigns to Senators and Representatives or even the President
and Vice President. Demand that U.S. policy change concerning
the way foreign aid is distributed and where it is used. Protest
what the World Bank has done to some countries by convincing
them to take loans. Ask that this never happen again and that the
debt be forgiven. These campaigns have been successful in the
past, since government officials are always looking for ways to
please the voters . . . (This was done after WW II). One person
can do a lot with the support of others. It takes a lot of work,
and writing to make any serious changes, but it’s not impossible.
I favor “education” of our peers. I am surprised that most
people I know really don’t have much of an idea about what is
happening in countries such as Nicaragua. If they had the
chance to learn more, most would want to do something. We’re
often called the “future leaders.” What you learn when you are
young makes a massive impact later in life. If people grow up
caring about and knowing what other people have to live
through, when they are older and are in a position where they
can change that . . . they will.

They dug latrines, helped build a school, replanted damaged
farmland and learned how hard life can be with so little of what
they take for granted at home, yet how resilient people can be
with so much less.
Eight current and former students of Walnut Creek Intermediate School spent 13 days in Nicaragua and Honduras last
month helping to build a school and repair damage done by
Hurricane Mitch in 1998.
In San Andres de la Palanca, Nicaragua, the group dug latrines and trenches around a school they helped build to keep it
from flooding. They also cut pieces of metal for the roof and
piled dirt inside to help level the school floor. In Loma Linda,
Honduras, the group cleared terraced and planted the hillside*
destroyed during Hurricane Mitch.
Our developing world, a volunteer educational organization
started by two retired teachers from Saratoga, organized the trip
for the students and two of their teachers, Julie Krug and Heidi
Thompson. The students paid their own way.
All have been involved in Krug’s Teens Around the World
class and after school club. Students in the class and club learn
about the politics and cultures affecting their peers around the
world.
Some returned with a new perspective on their lives in
Walnut Creek. Camilla Danpour, 14, said she realized she didn’t
need half of what she has. I’ve been going through my closet
and digging out stuff I don’t need, which turned out to be quite
a lot,” said Danpour, “And I’m going to donate that to the Salvation Army.”
*overgrown after Hurricane Mitch had completely destroyed the
terraces and buildings of this organic hillside training center for
poor farmers.

Editorial by Jacob Halliburton, 14

More of the teens writing and photos inside.

Plan now to be one of the ten adventurers
in Laos and Cambodia July 21–August 5,
and the optional week in Viet Nam.
odw promises a non-Hilton adventure
for those who want to see for themselves
what we can learn from poor people in poor
countries. Become energized. Gain hope!


Julie Krug has been on several odw study tours. She has
borrowed from our free local teachers lending resource library,
especially for her elective course “Teens Around the World” at
Walnut Creek Intermediate School. She has shared the Teens
Around the World in Action newsletter with us. She suggested
that the kids were ready for a reality tour. We suggested a work
study tour. Mary and Anabel from CANTERA/Nicaragua and
Chati Bunch from COSECHA/Honduras were excited to think
13-year olds wanted to come down to work.
After the first day of welcome and work and getting to know
some of the Nica kids, these eight shared how welcomed they
felt and how much community spirit the Nicaraguans had,
though little material things. Maybe that spirit was more important!
The last night I asked what things they’d taken for granted
that perhaps they don’t now. Responses just poured out.
Where do they see themselves in this global condition? They
began with how poverty is responsible for malnutrition. How
much we consume and waste all plays a role in why others are
poor. Foreign policy, international debt, greed, also. Then they
began talking about how they had to share what they’d learned
as widely as possible because Laura said, “if people don’t know
they can’t care.” We use these words to describe the reason for
our developing world (odw). They had internalized these
values!
Britney added: “ And this isn’t just for this summer. We’ve
got to do this for the rest of our lives!”

We Went to Build a School
Eight Teens and Four Adults
San Andres de la Palanca: 1100 people, 2 schools with
multigrades (1,2,3) and (4,5,6). The school now is a wooden
building with one room, two small windows: dark, crowded and
not enough desks. The other multi grade is under trees. What a
vast change: a cement block two-room building with a cement
floor and large open windows!
It’s been standing partially finished, just the walls for one
year for lack of funds. The Ministry of Education gives little for
building and supplies and text books. They do pay the low salaries (about $40/month). Our teens raised money for a school in
Nicaragua, never knowing they’d help build it! The community
and teachers were thrilled we cared enough to help.
Day 3 — June 20th, from Jimmy Shang’s journal.
Waking up at 6:30 is not a welcome experience if you
went to bed at 12:00. A hurried breakfast of eggs, beans
and fruit saw us off to the school.
Depressing news awaited us there. Pastor, a child of 10,
died the previous night. As a sign of respect, we went to
visit the mourning family, and joined them and the
community to accompany the casket to the cemetery.
Here’s to Pastor!
Life itself is a fragile thing,
And no one owns it, not even a king.

odw is designed to bring realities of “Third World” countries
and the richness of diverse cultures to North Americans. You
can learn from these teens at odw on October 6. See calendar.
Check www.magiclink.net/~odw; directions, past newsletters
We’ll have a video of this experience in our library and can
give more programs about Kids Who Make a Difference. Also,
People Who Don’t Make the Media but Do Make a Difference
(Making globalization real through peoples lives).

All he wanted was this simple thing,
All he wanted was to complete his dream.
At the age of 10, the middle of his youth,
Now he’ll never know the entire truth.
He wanted so much the nearby school,
But he violated the golden rule.
Never assume a dream is yours,
Before you’ve completed the required chores.
I grieve for all his pain and suffering,
His crippled body a meager thing.
There’s simply nothing that I could say or do,
The only thing is to talk to you.
You know not pain until you’ve met strife,
Until the angels come take your life.
And you know not life until you’ve seen death,
So I pray to God his soul may rest.
Lo siento, Pastor, I’m sorry.
Jimmy Shang

There was but one thing left for us to do —complete Pastor’s
dream . . . with renewed flair, we worked on. It was the least yet
the only thing to do.
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A Nicaraguan Birthday

Reflections

by Laiah Idelson

by Jimmy Shang, high school freshman
after odw work/study tour

After some work building the school we went to watch Doña
Carolina make tortillas from scratch. She let everyone grind a
little. (The corn kernels had been boiled.) Her house was so
small, two tiny fire pits to cook on. In the bedroom there are two
beds and two hammocks. I think she had six kids.
When we went back to work It was so hot. All the kids
wanted to have their pictures taken or look at our albums. It was
hard to think that I’ll probably never see these kids again.
It’s hard to think that because of our government Somoza
was in power and he messed up this country. (And the poor are
still paying on the debt he incurred that didn’t even help them.)
It’s hard to face that because of the U.S. Julie is eleven but looks
like she’s nine, Veronica looks ten but is fourteen. They are so
poor because our country couldn’t mind its own business. These
people have changed my life so much.
Listen to this: After lunch the community had a party for us
and a pinata for my birthday. There was dancing, too. The community gave us brooms that Doña Carolina made (she had demonstrated the process for us and we all wanted to buy one). They
called each of us up by name and gave the girls little boxes and
the boys miniature instruments. But I got them both.
But the thing that touched me the most was the children. My
friend Julie took hair clips out of her hair and handed them to
me. They were probably the only ones she owned and she did it
like it was the most normal thing ever. Then at the party a little
boy, Antonio, gave me two glass cats, probably the only toys he
has. I cried. As I’m writing this I’m crying. This whole day has
meant so much to me. I don’t think anything, anything I could
give them could compare to what they have given me.
But I would like to sponsor a child*. At my Bat Mitzvah I lit
a candle for the Nicaraguan children.
* Niño a Niño* is a Friends of CANTERA program that
allows us to sponsor a child of a community activist. For $50
per year the child can stay in school. Send $50 to odw made out
to Niño a Niño, or for info:mediaproject~igc.org.

Drifting through life is easy,
It’s slow, it’s lazy, it’s sleazy.
Doing nothing is a gigantic pain,
Actually, just observing is a downright shame.
I’m not teaching of a moral lesson,
I’m just sharing, a load to lessen.
Take this poem any way you want,
Just like choosing your computer font.
There is no right way, nor is there wrong,
But I do want you to think hard and long.
Think about your life in general,
It’ll last a year, a century, be bicentennial.
Think about all you’ve taken for granted,
Now you’ll see your views are slanted.
Think about times you’ve done nothing,
Time you could have spent quietly thinking.
Think about what you thought about,
Now you’ve taken a roundabout route.
You’ve traveled in a largish circle,
No beginning, no ending, just the middle.
Now smile upon that blessed center,
Smile, laugh. Now think. Remember.

Extreme Measures of Hope
by Laura Mac Arthur, 13
The trip opened my eyes to a new and different kind of world
where there was extreme suffering, but also extreme measures
of hope.
I see people covered by a bubble only letting in
what they want to see and hear. To become a good
and wise person you have to let everything in. Then
you can break the bubble. I’m proud to say that my
bubble is now broken thanks to this work/study
experience.

Robert McAfee Brown says:
Who you listen to determines what you hear . . .
Where you stand determines what you see . . .
What you do determines who you are.
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CANTERA by Laura MacArthur
Nestled on the outskirts of Managua, in the country of Nicaragua is a true paradise, a Utopia. Or at least that’s what we
thought after about 14 hours of traveling. CANTERA Center
was such a relief that I thought I was going to cry.
Now I’m sure your wondering what my group of eight students and four teachers is doing so far from home. We are Bay
Area teens that care, and we wanted to immerse ourselves in a
culture totally different from our own.
One of the main reasons we were able to do this was because
Mary Hartman and Anabel Torres of CANTERA agreed to host
us at the beautiful center. The center is surrounded by lush
green grass, beautiful green exotic trees, and flowers with
explosions of colors .
They host local people and teach them skills so they can
organize their communities. CANTERA has many great
projects. One is a wonderful reforestation. It involves the military using their free time to plant new trees for their own land
and other communities.
At a special time they teach local people organic farming and
bee keeping! It is a great skill to have because selling honey can
be quite profitable.
In Ciudad Sandino they have a community center with a
kindergarten that was set up for younger kids while their parents
work and their siblings are either at work or school. Although
they have to pay, it is very affordable for the struggling parents.
They also have a library where kids can check out textbooks
that they can’t afford. There is a great after school sports program. There are numerous trophies in the coaches’ office. This
program includes both boys and girls. While there are a few
volunteers from CANTERA, it is mostly run by volunteers from
the community.
It was great to see all of these projects up and running, and
made me so hopeful for these communities. It’s obvious that
even though many of them have run into bad times, they will
still be able to pull out of it with their amazing spirits!

La Granja Loma Linda before
and after.
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Elias Sanchez and Inspirational Granja
Loma Linda

COSECHA’s Chati Bunch has so much enthusiasm, talent
and care for details that work weeks were very rewarding for
everyone. Candida, at La Grania Loma Linda not only taught us
how to make terraces, plant and transplant but she welcomed us
into her kitchen and showed us how she uses the fresh organic
vegetables to make wonderful tasty dishes.
The water supply at the training center was damaged by
Mitch. It takes a daily hike up to the source to clean out the
filter and reposition the pipe so that water will flow. But sometimes that doesn’t even help because Hurricane Mitch restructured the land, leaving the water tank below the level of the
buildings, so gravity flow won’t work. $3000 would provide a
new system which of course would be very welcome not only
by people but the vegetables that need watering because global
warming has changed the weather. The dry season lasts longer.
Rain comes later and it rains less and then hurricane season
brings on too much rain too hard.
Those who would like to make a tax-deductible donation to
odw for the water system will receive some recipes from
Candida’s Kitchen as a thank you.

We were very saddened to hear that Elias Sanchez died unexpectedly on Saturday, March 18, 2000, in Honduras, after a
short viral illness. Elias Sanchez (1927-2000) was an extraordinary being who transformed the thinking of many thousands of
farmers and development workers throughout Honduras, Central
America and beyond.
This was especially poigant because both our teen and adult
groups were going to be living and learning while helping to
further restore Granja Loma Linda (beautiful hillside farm), a
rustic training center created by Elias.
World Neighbors (WN) programs in Guatemala inspired the
founding of our developing world. In Honduras WN drew much
inspiration and methodology from a close and lasting partnership with Elias Sanchez. Farmer leaders and staff promoters
who received much of their training at Hurricane Mitch in
November 1998, destroyed La Granja Loma Linda because the
farmer higher on the hill hadn’t used the anti-erosion methods
demonstrated there. Elias was determined to rebuild. “The
physical farm was destroyed,” he said pointing to the land, “but
the human farm lives on,” he said pointing to his head. With the
help of many hands, La Granja Loma Linda was restored and
was scheduled to reopen as a training center on March 31, 2000.
Elias worked to strengthen the ability of individuals and
communities to solve their own problems of hunger and poverty. He felt that work united the hands, heart and head. His
spirit was with us as we worked to bring back the little haven he
envisioned. The teens cleared, terrassed, prepared the soil and
planted the terrasses along the upper path to the dorms, dining
room and kitchen, helping to beautify the hillside as well as
provide food.
Candida, the wife of Elias, was delighted to teach the youth
how to prepare chile sauce, arroz con pollo, guacomole.
Evelina, her 15 year old niece was patient with our slowness in
learning how to make tortillas. We felt so welcome and much
laughter was enjoyed together.
The life and work of Elias Sanchez it is beautifully captured
by Katie Smith in The Human Farm: A Tale of Changing Lives
and Changing Lands (Kumarian Press, 1994) W. N.
www.wn.org or 4127 NW 122 St., Ok.City, OK 73120

To Honduras
by Jimmy Shang
Angels dancing overhead,
Stars and sparkles above my bed.
Thinning clouds drape across the sky,
Gentle minds singing lullabies.
Lightning flashes through the night,
Clothing wrapped around me tight.
The crisp cold air cools the sensitive soul,
Beauty, so magnificent, my breath it stole.
Thinking only simple, passive thoughts,
My life has eased, complicated not.
How wonderful the world is, now and here,
Moments like these deserve only happy tears.
The freshness of all makes me tingle,
Among my senses, this freshness mingles.
Heaven was a close as ever,
I dream of hope, the last endeavor.
I’ve learned to value life itself,
And not just property, fame or wealth.
I thank Honduras for this amazing gift.
I thank you heartily, a toast I lift.

Candida Sanchez
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We stand with Guatemala

For these reasons we demand the following:
• That President Alfonso Portillo deliver on his promise to
clarify the assassination of Monsignor Gerardi, ensuring
that the law prevail no matter who the affected parties
might be. Rich and poor, military, civilians, privileged
people, common citizens, all must receive the same
treatment under the law.
• That the institutions of security and justice comply with
the role granted them by the Constitution, the Peace
Accords, and the recommendations of the CEH: to protect
the lives and integrity of the citizenry without discrimination. That crimes be investigated in an incorruptible,
impartial, and efficient manner. Many assassinations and
massacres still await justice.
We consider President Portillo’s acceptance of state responsibility in certain grave cases of human rights abuses to be a positive gesture, but we believe that reparations for the victims and
their families, and judicial proceedings against those responsible for these crimes, are necessary steps towards the accomplishment of a true and lasting reconciliation and peace.
We will remain attentive, along with international public
opinion, to developments in Guatemala; we will accompany the
Guatemalan people on this long and tortuous path toward democracy, justice, and the rule of law. Tax-deductible donations
to odw memoed “ad” will help raise the $1500 needed.

As many Mayans we met with reminded us President Portillo
promised to move forward with the Peace Process.
Those responsible for terrible massacres remain protected by
the mantle of impunity. Faced with the inefficiency and
incapacity of the Guatemalan justice system, and the
current government’s lack of political will to make it function,
the population has the right to seek justice in international
legal forums. odw joins with organizations around the world
with a paid ad in the Guatemalan press to demand human rights
and justice, the basis for peace.
• Portillo has been President for seven months but has done
nothing in the case of assassinated Archbishop Girardi.
• In the month of July, labor leader Oswaldo Monzon and
two leaders of Mayan cooperatives, Jos* Quino y Mar’a
Mej’a, were assassinated.
• More than four and a half months have passed since
Guatemalan professor and political activist Mayra
Gutierrez disappeared, and there have not been advances
in the investigation of her whereabouts.
• In the month of September, members of FAMDEGUA
were held at gun point in their offices in Guatemala City
and threatened with death; the men were forced to strip.
Computers and other important documentation information was stolen.
• Similarly, personnel from the press agency CERIGUA
and the daily newspaper El Periodico, CALDH, the
Rigoberta Menchoe Foundation, and various journalists
and cooperative leaders have received death threats.
The ad includes these words with the information above:
1. We believe that the foundations for a society based on the
rule of law will advance our country towards reconciliation; therefore, we declare our complete support for these
efforts.
2. Dominated and directed by members of the FRG and its
associates, the Congress has lacked the political will to
ensure the advancement of the processes of peace, reconciliation, and democratization. The Congress’ Commission
for Peace and the Removal of Mines, dominated by the
FRG, rejected the bill to create the Foundation for Peace
and Harmony, which would have verified the fulfillment of
the CEH’s recommendations. In addition, this June, the
Congress approved the deployment of ten thousand Army
soldiers to carry out policing functions, in direct violation
of the Accord on the Strengthening of Civil Power and
Role of the Army in a Democratic Society, which redefines
the Army’s function as to defend the country’s sovereignty
and the integrity of its territory.
3. The appointment of former members of the military,
especially those from the military intelligence, to public
office as in the case of the Minister of the Interior, does not
help in creating the climate of confidence and reconciliation that the country needs.

Many Work To Build a Better
Guatemala

Francisco, new President of the International Organization of
Indigenous of Americas with his wife Maria and daughter. He is
also working to preserve the biodiversity of corn.
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El Salvador Revisited
The election was free and fair but the ARENA brought in
their supporters to register to vote in Victoria so Carlos, the
former mayor and the council members (all FSLN) were all
voted out by just the number of outsiders voting!

Brenda Hubbard, who is recovering from the treatment for a
brain tumor, continues to be appreciated for her physical
therapy and counsel at all times of the day and night. She’s
hoping to get funding to train a woman to do the same . . . we’ll
pass on contributions. She has helped get the pre-school/kindergarten teachers trained and now under the education department
of ADES so they will receive ongoing training. Thanks to Los
Gatos Unitarians they have a fence that allows them outdoor
play space and hope to get permanent title to the building and
land so they can expand!

We overnighted with Doña Luisa, 91 and Doña Petronela, the
mother and sister of Wences Armira, our inspiration for odw. In
the evening and in the morning Doña Luisa made a mountain of
tortillas from scratch. One of our group said, “You don’t get
frijoles and cheese like this in the States.” “It’s the only thing
we get here,” she replied . . .

RADIO VICTORIA, Community Radio 100% Popular is a
radio station run by twenty-five youth from 12 to 22 years old.
Christina Starr inspired it and is the driving force behind it. We
joined in the Seventh Anniversary celebration: an on-air program of music and dance, song and theatre continuous from
8 am to 2 pm. Outstandingl RADIO VICTORIA has given
youth a perspective that there are opportunities out there. Some
have gone on to high school and one is at the university! Santa
Marta is now working on getting a high school right there. They
need to have a computer and a science lab to qualify. Real
progress!

Dorotea, the former mayor of San Martin, is now growing
organic coffee and other crops. He hopes to form a cooperative
to market organic fair trade coffee. The Peace Chorale sells Fair
Trade Coffee beans, regular and decaf. Call us if you want some
or your church or office does. It’s delicious coffee and the farmers get more of the money!
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Books that broaden our perspectives:
Coyotes, by Ted Connover: a gripping fast read document of the
undocumented crossing the border, traveling to the fields, life
there, life in Mexico.
Ordinary Resurrections by Jonathan Kozol: poignant, sensitive,
authentic depiction of children’s own conversations.
My Grandfather’s Blessing by Rachel Naomi Remen M.D.: a
book of small snipets of healing, inspiration, compassion.

odw Calendar — DO JOIN US!
OCTOBER 6

NOVEMBER 9

ACTION against sweatshops in Nicaragua
Bishop Gumbleton and other human rights activists expelled
from Nicaragua were speaking with maquila workers. Send a
message to all U.S. companies buying from the Mil Colores and
Chentex factories in Nicaragua by making an example of
Kohl’s, particularly new Kohl outlets.
Target is not off the hook, even short term. In communities
where there are Target outlets (Target, Mervyn’s, Dayton’s,
Hudson’s, Marshall Field’s) but no Kohls, please continue
leafleting actions at all Target outlets.
Campaign for Labor Rights 1247 “E” Street SE, Washington,
DC 20003 CLR@igc.org
Phone: (541) 344-5410; fax: (541) 431-0523
Web site: <www.summersault.com/~agl/clr>
CLR is a member of the Alliance for Global Justice.

6:30 p.m.

Potluck and program, “Teens Who Make a Difference.”
Presentation by some of the teens and their inspirational
teacher, Julie Krug, who participated in the recent odw
study tour.
Teachers are welcome at 6:00 p.m.

1:00–1:40 p.m.

Program, “People Who Don’t Make the Media But Do
Make a Difference,” at the Almaden Community Center.
How globilization affects poor people. Arrange to have this
program and/or “Teens Who Make a Difference” at your
organization or church.

NOVEMBER 29

6:30 p.m.

Potluck and presentation, “Election Monitor Bill Cane
describes his work in Chiapas, Mexico.”

NOVEMBER 18
NOVEMBER 19

11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
1:00–4:00 p.m.

Annual International Handcraft Sale.

Moving? Dont’ miss an issue of voices!
Please notify us of your new address.
We are now asking $8 per year from our readers to support
the publishing and broader circulation of this newsletter.
This issue is volume six. Have you sent your donation for
this new year to the address below?
Thanks

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Saratoga, CA
Permit No. 208

our developing world
13004 Paseo Presada, Saratoga, CA 95070
Address Correction Requested

a non-profit educational project teaching about
developing countries and diverse cultures through:
Local Lending Resource Library: hands-on material, original
primary sources, visuals and K-12 ready to copy/use lessons, etc.
Teacher Staff Development, Presentations in the community
Study Tours, For purchase: videos, posters, simulations.
Co-Directors: Barby and Vic Ulmer, tel. 408-379-4431
Fax: 408-376-0755; e-mail: odw@magiclink.net
Website: http://www.magiclink.net/~odw
Midwest Representative: Marilyn Peretti
voices layout editor: George Clark
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