
Thank you to all whom came to our THANK YOU PARTY.  If 
you couldn’t be with us then you were thanked in absentia for 

being part of our lives!  Donations given Sunday will be in Nov 9 raffle!

Nothing is done by one person.  We all need a community!

“Walk as if you are kissing the Earth with your feet.”

“When another person makes you suffer, it is because 
he suffers deeply within himself, and his suffering is 
spilling over. He does not need punishment; he needs 
help. That's the message he is sending.”

“To be beautiful means to be yourself. You don’t need 
to be accepted by others. You need to accept yourself.”

“Because you are alive, everything is possible.”

“Waking up this morning, I smile. Twenty-four brand 
new hours are before me. I vow to live fully in each 
moment and to look at all beings with eyes of compas-
sion.”
 
“People usually consider walking on water or in thin air 
a miracle. But I think the real miracle is not to walk ei-

ther on water or in thin air, but to walk on earth. Every day we are engaged in a 
miracle which we don't even recognize: a blue sky, white clouds, green leaves, 
the black, curious eyes of a child - our own two eyes. All is a miracle.”
 “Smile, breathe and go slowly.” ~Thích Nhất Hạnh

Engraved on the Iwo Jima Memorial:  “When people speak to you about preven-
tive war, you tell them to go and fight it.  After my experiences, I have come to 

hate war.  War settles nothing.”  
Dwight D Eisenhower

We think these two men would agree with each other as we agree with them!
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Paul Baker Hernandez   Concert and Talk   November 9
Pot Luck supper 6 pm  Concert 7 pm
13004 Paseo Presada corner Paseo Lado Saratoga   Look for lavender door 

    Paul Baker and is wife, Fatima have worked pro-bono with Chilean, Salvadoran and 
Nicaraguan people for about forty years surviving by skin 
of teeth and seat of pants.  He has found it profoundly in-
spiring sharing life with people who drop by, not knowing 
if there’ll be food for tomorrow, yet always greeting you 
smiling, with their children washed, pressed and ready for 
school.   His wife, Fatima, is herself a barrio girl, fighting 
Somoza at age 13 to bring Nicaragua to justice.

She worked on in barrio health and education ever since, 
and is now deeply committed to a clinic for severely 
burned children.  It’s wonderful to work alongside her and 
her compañeras, especially since thanks to their FSLN 
government after more than a decade of neo-liberal re-
gimes rolling back land reform, privatizing health care, 
education, transport, etc. Nicaragua is once more the 

“threat of a good example. (OXFAM).”
$5-$10 donation for Paul.   odw raffle ticket for donations $15 or more

odw Reality tour will be to Nicaragua next summer!

South Africa 20 year post apartheid and The Parallels of South African and 
Israeli  Apartheid.

We’ve been privileged to give programs with Sharat Lin both here, at the San 
Jose Peace and Justice Center and the Monterey Peace Center.  Though we had 
to cancel our Reality Tour there this summer he went and brought back much to 
add to our knowledge.  It takes more than 20 years to erase a hundred year of 
apartheid. And power for those having had none sometimes leads to abuse.  
Housing, jobs and dignity are as much a need there as here.

Our good friend Nozizwe Routledge who taught Adult Education at the University 
in Durban and was imprisoned for her activism and then for her bi-racial          
marriage went on to be elected to Parliament, then was appointed Deputy Minis-
ter of Defense.  When that phone call came from Mandela when we were visiting 
we asked how she could accept. “If I can design the training for the military   P 2
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who will become peace keepers and if I can also design the training for military 
who are becoming civilians then I have a purpose,” she replied.( A Quaker and 
pacifist): 

“Twenty years on some say our democracy is maturing. The structures for demo-
cratic participation are in place and our democracy is stable. However, a growing 
number of South Africans are feeling short-changed by the lack of real choices at 
the ballot box, despite the growing number of smaller parties. The recent national 
election brought up a number of issues regarding voting patterns and lack of op-
tions. It also raised the urgent need for electoral reform, so that there is greater ac-
countability. Growing numbers of eligible voters are staying away from the polls, 
especially first time voters (See Dale McKinley: The Real Story of South African 
Elections). According to this article, 
1994: 85.53 % (19, 726 610) voted. ANC received 53. 01 percent
1999: 62.87 %  ANC received 41.72 %
2004: 55.77 % ANC received 38.87 % 
2009: 59.29 % voted  ANC received 38.55 %
2014: 59.34 % ANC received 36.39 percent 
While this could be said to be a normal pattern around the world, it does not make 
sense in our situation where we face growing discontent from poor service delivery 
and the deepening crisis of inequality and unemployment. South Africa still has 
huge housing backlogs and the education system is not delivering the skills we 
need. The economy is not succeeding to absorb the large number of unemployed 
graduates. We experience growing and unacceptable levels of violence, especially 
targeting women and children. Issues around land reform remain largely unre-
solved. Even though the government has now extended the deadline for land 
claims, this problem will remain as this is not accompanied by the setting up of an 
improved system of processing the claims or supporting productivity on the lands 
that are returned. 
 This to me says we need a vibrant electorate and civil society. I recently par-
ticipated in a by-election in my ward and it was a one-horse race, with only two  
parties contesting, and only one taking the electorate seriously. Sadly for me it was 
the DA - the dominant party in the Western Cape. The other was the ANC - no real 
contestation!      Nozizwe         
Soft Vengeance, a film using Albie Sach’s book Soft Vengeance of a Freedom 
Fighter may be coming to your city.   Abby Ginsburg has done a phenomenal job!  
We’ll have a film party when it comes to San Jose.  She says:  Albie’s story has a 
lot to teach all of us about how a commitment to human rights,.”participatory de-
mocracy and constitutional negotiation can be the basis for real social change.”
            P 3
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Albie Sachs, imprisoned in solitary confinement and forced into a 24 
year exile by the apartheid regime, (during which he met with odw 

groups in Mozambique) lost an eye and had his right arm blown off by a car 
bomb placed by South African security forces.  Returning to his home country, he 
was appointed by President Nelson Mandela as one of the first 11 judges to the 
new Constitutional Court.  Rejecting revenge, Sachs has become a leading ad-
vocate for democracy and reconciliation across the globe.  

We think of him as the Thomas Jefferson of South Africa ( He would never accept 
that ) because those years in exile he was researching and writing a draft of the 
constitution of the new South Africa that he never doubted would come.  He put 
restorative justice in the constitution.

He is also the wonderful father of Oliver, named for Oliver Tambo, the ANC leader 
in exile whom we met in Zambia after 
our first trip in South Africa in ‘75-’76.  

 Albie with his wife Vanessa and 
Oliver

       
       
       
        

What Could We Do to Make a Better World?

NOAM CHOMSKY: “Well, one important action that the United States could take is to live up 
to its own laws. Of course, it would be nice if it lived up to international law, but maybe that’s 
too much to ask, but live up to its own laws. And there are several. And here, incidentally, I have 
in mind advice to activists also, who I think ought to be organizing and educating in this direc-
tion. There are two crucial cases.”
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Noam Chomsky (continued)

One of them is what’s called the Leahy Law. Patrick Leahy, Senator Leahy, introduced legisla-
tion called the Leahy Law, which bars sending weapons to any military units which are involved 
in consistent human rights violations. There isn’t the slightest doubt that the Israeli army is in-
volved in massive human rights violations, which means that all dispatch of U.S. arms to Israel is 
in violation of U.S. law. I think that’s significant. The U.S. should be called upon by its own citi-
zens to—and by others, to adhere to U.S. law, which also happens to conform to international 
law in this case, as Amnesty International, for example, for years has been calling for an arms 
embargo against Israel for this reason. These are all steps that can be taken.

The second is the tax-exempt status that is given to organizations in the United States which are 
directly involved in the occupation and in significant attacks on human and civil rights within 
Israel itself, like the Jewish National Fund. Take a look at its charter with the state of Israel, 
which commits it to acting for the benefit of people of Jewish race, religion and origin within Is-
rael. One of the consequences of that is that by a complex array of laws and administrative prac-
tices, the fund pretty much administers about 90 percent of the land of the country, with real con-
sequences for who can live places. They get tax-exempt status also for their activities in the West 
Bank, which are strictly criminal. I think that’s also straight in violation of U.S. law. Now, those 
are important things.

And I think the U.S. should be pressured, internationally and domestically, to abandon its virtu-
ally unique role—unilateral role in blocking a political settlement for the past 40 years, ever 
since the first veto in January 1976. That should be a major issue in the media, in convocations 
like this, in the United Nations, in domestic politics, in government politics and so on.

Obama could:

Considering that he got the Nobel Peace Prize for his words that he would dramatically 
diminish our nuclear weapons cache and then began asking for funding for improving 
them, perhaps we should ask him to return the prize!

Certainly his record of drone attacks, helping to further militarize the world and getting 
us into wars doesn’t make him an appropriate holder of such a prize nor does the milita-
rizing of our police forces and the NSA spying on everyone world over!.
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Articles copyright 1995-2007 Workers World. Verbatim copying and distribution of this entire  
article is permitted in any medium without royalty provided this notice is preserved. 
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6 Things We Need to Do for Black Men in America
By Imara Jones, ColorLines

Here are six ideas that didn’t make it into his My Brother’s Keeper recommendations. They 
would be a good place for the president to start:	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
       
1. Make Work Pay for Single Men
	
 The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), which Congress created in the 1970s and has 
gradually expanded over the years, is designed to ensure that low-wage workers can make ends 
meet. By dramatically cutting the taxes owed by low-income households, it manages to keep 10 
million people out of poverty, but the EITC is currently designed to primarily help custodial par-
ents. According to the White House, a childless person working full time and earning minimum 
wage is eligible only for up to $25 a year in EITC help, and workers under 25 years old are ex-
cluded altogether, as documented, these rules significantly limit the program’s impact among 
both black and Latino men. 

President Obama urged Congress to expand EITC. As with other issues where Congress has re-
fused to budge—immigration, LGBT civil rights and cybersecurity, among them—the White 
House must explore ways to unilaterally enlarge and retool the EITC program. 

2. Focus Job Training Programs on Black and Latino Men	

	
 Focus on existing job training programs on black and Latino men now spending $18 bil-
lion a year on job training. As a report by Congress’ General Accounting Office details, the 50 
programs spread over the states need to be better organized and targeted.

3. Focus Federal Grants on Real Anti-Crime Strategies
	
 As the Center for Evidence-Based Crime Policy at George Mason University points out, 
crime is committed by a handful of people: just five people out every 100 commit violent crimes. 
But  “stop-and-frisk” can sweep up nearly 80 out of every 100 young black men in 
neighborhood-wide dragnets,  exposing them to greater risk for jail time in future, random stops, 
and they do little to end the actual violent crime epidemic in communities of color. Two proven 
approaches to reducing crime are direct, peer-led interventions in street violence and policies that 
pursue the small number of people who are responsible for violent crime, rather than target entire 
communities. The My Brother’s Keeper report endorses these approaches and calls for their 
growth. The federal government could spur or even mandate both approaches through restric-
tions on the way local police departments use grant money. ( Ed comment:  And retrain and de-
militarize the police.)

4. Break the School-to-Prison Pipeline
	
 Disproportionately applied school discipline is a key driver for both high levels of unem-
ployment and incarceration for black and Latino men. Students who are suspended are up to five 
times less likely to graduate.
	
 My Brother’s Keeper report identifies the problem, calling for an end to suspensions and 
expulsions in the early educational years. Each year the Department of Education collects       P 7
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detailed information about racial disparities in school discipline. This existing data could be used 
by the government to compel each of the thousands of schools who receive federal education 
funds to create an action plan and a timetable to eliminate racial disparities in school discipline.

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
       

5. Expand Public School Academies for Black Boys
	
 A report by the education non-profit ETS, competitive same-sex academies can increase 
the chances of black boys graduating high school by 60 percent; putting the attainment of high 
school diplomas on a par with those for white boys. Each year President Obama’s Education De-
partment hands out billions of dollars in grants to the nation’s poorest schools, often with strings 
attached. These strings are a potential tool to expand public school opportunities for black boys 
and scale up now-localized, pilot schools that are already underway.

6. Transform Prisons Into Education Centers
	
 Six out of 10 of the 2.3 million people behind bars are men of color. Many are due to 
prison for crack possession but not for the more popular drug among whites. Lack of educational 
opportunity is one important reason for why they’re in the criminal justice system: According to 
the National Education Association, eight of 10 of those behind bars did not finish high school.
	
 New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo proposed a program to fund associate and bachelor de-
grees in New York’s prisons. The governor points out that it costs $60,000 to incarcerate some-
one but only $5,000 a year to educate each prisoner, all while “giving a real shot at a second 
lease on life.” Those who earn degrees in prison are far less likely to come back. Many colleges 
have such a program:  San Francisco State University and Bard College among them. The federal 
government should drive a similar effort on a national scale. And given the fact that the president 
runs all of the federal government’s prisons, President Obama could begin laying the ground-
work right away.

odw is offering programs on:  Parallels of South African and Israeli Apartheid
	
 	
 	
 	
 Eyewitness to the Roots of the Central American Children at the 	
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 Twenty years of South African Post Apartheid through
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 South African Eyes
	
 	
 	
 	
 Building Community Through Exploring Our Own and What We 	

	
 	
 	
 	
 Can Do Together to Build a Better World

and facilitating discussions on The Lemon Tree and Mornings in Jenin
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