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Ralph Nader challenged Congress members to read the
10,000-page World Trade Organization (WTO) document
and take a ten-question quiz on it. Only one read it, a Republican planning to vote yes on WTO but after reading it
he changed his mind!
An appropriate analogy that some writers are using for
the working conditions under WTO rules was obtained
from a recent TV program on New York City. This program described sweat shop conditions that resulted in the
Triangle Fire in the early 1900’s. Some of these same
buildings in New York and similar ones in San Francisco
are being used today as sweat shops where new immigrants
are forced to work long hours in horrible conditions.
These shops compete with businesses overseas, producing
goods for many of the same United States companies.
A better life includes enough food to eat, food safety,
and food security. Some capsules from the Seattle WTO
Conference held last year from November 28th to December 3rd:
• The WTO is decreasing the fish available by prohibiting as restraint of trade the use of dolphin and sea
turtle safe nets. This allows trawlers to catch them
and all kinds of fish that are later thrown away (after
they die). This decreases the fish available for local
fisher folk and their communities. Fourteen pounds
of fish are caught for every pound of shrimp.
• Supporting genetically engineered food and seeds
decreases the diversity of seeds which increases the
danger that whole fields of crops will be attacked by
pests who become resistant to pesticides, and diverse
seeds will no longer be available.

Courtesy of United for a Fair Economy.

What Many Didn’t Know About
WTO, More Do Now

This anti-WTO image is just one of many distributed on the
streets of Seattle late last Fall.

• The United States air pollution standards had to be
lowered because of a WTO ruling.
One doesn’t have to be on the fringe to oppose WTO.
Just step back and look at the whole picture with a long
range perspective. Increased profits may benefit a few in
the short range. Where is the long range benefit if people
are unable to produce their own food, have lost their food
sources, air becomes more polluted, working conditions
create health problems, more people lose their jobs forcing overseas workers to have even lower pay and worse
conditions?
WTO didn’t help Vietnamese workers we saw in
Haiphong using very toxic adhesive glue for expensive
brand name shoes sold in the United States. WTO hasn’t
supported a Code of Conduct for companies buying from
overseas factories. Individuals, labor unions, labor rights,
environmental organizations, and church groups have
brought pressure for better working conditions and a
living wage. c

These Honduran School Children Benefit from Your Donations!
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Their school’s leaking roof and torn screens will be
fixed because of the money sent down with Zenaida
Velasquez this past Fall.
We’ll be carrying more donations down on odw’s
Study/Work Tour in July. (See the back page for more on
this Tour.
Know any one in the San Francisco Bay Area going to
Honduras? We have donations needing a ride. Perhaps we
can get an excess baggage allowance for you to carry
donations. c
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At 7:00 a.m. a huge march already stretched for many
blocks. We were only half of the total since another march
started from another location, converging on the WTO
meeting place.
Thirteen formed human blockades at every entrance,
including the parking garage.
At several points there were face-to-face standoffs
between protesters and police who wore face shields, gas
masks (at times) and body armor and carried long sticks,
sidearms, pepper spray and sometimes plastic riot shields.
The protesters wore old clothes, rain protection and
bandannas against tear gas, some wildly costumed and a
few had gas masks. There was some pushing when
delegates tried to get out of the hotel or get back in. Sometimes the delegates tried to push through. When they did,
police interfered, if they were close by.
About 10:00 a.m. tear gas was used by the police to
clear the immediate area along Union to afford access to
some WTO delegates.
The police lined both sides of the intersection. As the
delegates walked through, the crowd booed them loudly
and then began shouting, “shame, shame.” A few minutes
later, another tear gas attack back up the street drove
people down toward my position and the gas followed
them. I was gassed slightly.
Practically every intersection was filled with people
dancing, drumming and blockading and the numbers were
truly amazing. The police were mostly holding various
lines and not letting people through them. Then periodically they would use tear gas to clear an area.
People would leave the area, circle around to another
block, and come back when the gas dispersed. The upshot
of this was that the police were unable to protect much of
anything at all, yet they could not spare the manpower to
arrest demonstrators without losing control of the areas
they were trying to protect. The downtown was firmly in
the protesters’ hands and it was clear that without the consent of the governed not much could be accomplished, if
enough of the governed decided to resist.
Some of the signs that impressed me included:
• “The Senators who ratified the WTO Treaty should
be tried for treason.”
• “Do YOU remember voting for the WTO?”
• “Keep the sweatshop in the sauna.”
• “More health, less wealth.”
• “I hope you can eat your money.”
• “No legislation without representation.”
• “If it’s not good for working families it’s not good.”

Personal Experiences of a
Nonviolence Trainer at the WTO
Conference in Seattle
by Peter Bergel
http://www.teleport.com/~cpw
Overall, the first day left me with these impressions:
• The protests represented a new beginning of cooperation between labor, environmental, peace, human
rights and other groups. Many were represented and
worked together very well.
• The direct action was carried out by mainly young
activists who had been trained for the week before
and handled themselves superbly, by and large.
• They were disciplined, radical, well-educated and
had a good grasp of the value of nonviolence, at least
as a tactic. I found that they knew a remarkable
amount about WTO, free trade, capitalism and
related topics.
• The City of Seattle’s downtown area was completely
shut down. The people took over the streets and the
police were not able to exercise more than token
control over them.
• For the most part, the police behaved well. They
were seriously outnumbered, stressed, provoked at
times and probably felt frightened. Nevertheless,
they used force sparingly and overstepped the need
infrequently.
• The protesters did a magnificent job of policing
themselves. The minor outbreaks of violent anger
were contained by the demonstrators with surprising
skill and commitment.
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There was also some glass breakage, overturning of
Dumpsters and paper boxes and defacing of buildings, but
the damage was trivial considering the huge numbers of
people in the area angered by the teargassing. More
important though, was the response of demonstrators to
virtually every outbreak of property damage or hotheadedness.
Demonstrators moved immediately to quell property
damage and to break up conflicts. Others immediately
began to chant, “Nonviolent protest! Nonviolent protest!
A line of demonstrators linked arms to successfully
protect the windows of a Voice Stream Wireless store
from window breakers.
A group sang the Star Spangled Banner. When they got
to the line about the land of the free, people stopped singing and went into wild applause.
I spoke briefly to a WTO delegate from Trinidad and
Tobago, a small country of less than 2,000 square miles
which has what he called “manageable debt.” He seemed
to understand what we were protesting about quite well.
Especially the trade-offs forced by the requirements of
debt repayment.
People on the streets were often very helpful towards
one another, sharing water, helping them out of areas in
which they didn’t want to be, washing each other’s eyes
and so on. A few medical types were carrying saline solution for severe tear gas victims. There are also legal
observers wearing specially printed white T-shirts and
taking notes on what they saw going on.
A very disciplined corps with drums, cymbals, flags,
and a whistle-blowing majorette, all with dark, revolutionary-looking clothing showed up from time to time. They
marched in tight formation and then deployed in various
patterns: entertaining, clever, humorous, and good. At one
point, they suddenly veered sharply left and walked right
into Starbucks, playing and marching around several times
to the shock of the customers.
From what I could see from my vantage point, there
could have not been less than 50,000?
One could also see signs representing many labor and
environmental groups including steelworkers, electrical
workers, teachers, bricklayers, ILWU (Longshoremen),
painters, Stanford workers, service employees, teamsters,
sheet metal workers, marine engineers, transit workers,
boilermakers, plumbers, steam fitters and refrigerations
workers, public service workers of Canada, cement masons, pulp paper and wood workers, nurses, Canadian
airways workers and carpenters.
Then next to the Sheraton there was a scuffle. Two fell
down and immediately got up, freaked out.

Citizens from many nations joined to protest the WTO Conference.

I began to calm him only to have my attention drawn to
the other who was a few feet away. His suit coat was open
and he had a sidearm from which he had already removed
the gun. It was pointing down, but I had a moment of serious fear as I realized that, should he raise the weapon, I
would be right in his immediate line of fire. However, he
and the other man crossed through the police line and
were gone. The crowd responded at once, shouting “He’s
got a gun. He’s got a gun, and pointing.” The police responded by spraying the entire scene, including me, with
pepper spray.
Although I have seen tear gas a number of times before, I had never confronted pepper spray before. It’s
pretty painful just to have on your skin. It must be really
awful to have in your eyes.
At 5:00 p.m. the police moved to clear the entire area.
They began firing off large amounts of tear gas and people
began to run down 6th Street. A number of us shouted for
them to walk to prevent panic and stampede. Then we
moved slowly out of the area. The tear gas overtook us. c

La Jornada, Mexico City
December 4, 1999
by Luis Gonzalez Souza
However, we must remember the weaknesses of the
anti-WTO movement. It is still more protest than action.
The broad range of backgrounds (social, ethnic, national)
is still far from translating into a powerful rainbow of
diversity. The surest thing, and the best thing, is that at
least it has raised its head.
All that remains is to join that head with the entire bodies that have since been resuscitated from the cemetery of
global dignity. “End inhuman globalization!” Resuscitated
to (re)construct ourselves into that which we should have
always been: a global family, a real and complete humanity.
The best news from the happenings in Seattle, is that a
real human family has begun to construct itself in many
places. And within those, one stands out very close to us,
where dignity wears a ski mask and where the color black
lights a path more than a rainbow. Chiapas is its common
name, but its future is very global. c
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My impressions from a week in Seattle:
1. The group learned a lot.

The Kids Are All Right
By Jeff Crosby, President of IUE Local 201
Lynn, MA

Helped by our International Union, we built a float, a
barge representing GE CEO Jack Welch’s infamous quote:
“Ideally, you’d have every plant you own on a barge.” We
did fifteen to twenty interviews, especially with media in
the Boston area about our issues.
We talked with lots of students, farmers from Japan,
people from India, professors from Boston College, steelworkers from Ohio, environmentalists of various stripes,
church activists, as well as anyone who happened to be
seated next to us on a plane or in the airport, and the waitresses and cabbies that we met in Seattle.
A year’s worth of political discussion was compressed
into six days: the roles of the different movements, folks
from other countries, the question of violence and civil
disobedience, etc. Anyone who missed Seattle missed a
great chance to build up their core of leaders and activists.
Trade unionists in the United States don’t exist in a
vacuum, and we see ourselves more clearly when we see
ourselves in relationship to others.

I went to Seattle with fifteen members of the North
Shore Labor Council, from the area between Boston and
New Hampshire in Massachusetts. Eleven were from IUE
Local 201. Contrary to the musings of Robert Reich and
others that the primary loss of jobs in the United States
through NAFTA and “free trade” would be unskilled
work, both GE and Ametek aircraft engine work are
headed to Mexico, Russia, China, Brazil, and other countries. The engineering and planning work is going as well.
Company documents had been leaked to us showing
that GE Aircraft Engines is not only in a two-year, all-out
push to ship work overseas, but is demanding that all their
vendors do the same. At a meeting in Monterrey, Mexico,
earlier this year, GE told assembled vendors (over 70
companies) that they would move to Mexico or get cut off
from all GE business. “This is not an informative meeting”, they told the smaller companies. “We expect you to
move, and to move soon.”
In a presentation called “Why Mexico?,” GE told
Ametek and the others: average manufacturing worker
makes $6 a day, unions are “friendly,” and environmental
regulations are not a problem. It was a cold-blooded plan
to destroy our own livelihoods and prey off people at
starvation wages.
Ametek has not been a bad place to work. We have 290
members there. We build everything from cable attachments to aircraft engines to thermocouples and other aerospace work. The Wilmington, Ma. plant had won awards
as “supplier of the year” from GE, and the “Lux” award as
the highest quality Ametek plant within the Ametek chain.
We had multi-skilled the workforce in a union negotiation,
and brought in state training money to increase the skill
level of the workforce.
We thought we were doing everything right, and so did
Ametek. And now we were going to be thrown on the
street. One GE worker in our group has been laid off
eleven times.
So we were pissed. After seven or eight years working
on trade issues in our local union, it was not hard to sign
up eleven people for the trip. Some great trade unionists
from other unions in the Council came along as well
(SEIU, AFGE, AFSCME). We paid our own way and
looked to have some fun as well as do some serious
protesting.

2. The Kids are all Right —and have much to
teach us.
The labor movement basically piggy-backed on the
courage of the young environmentalists and anti-sweatshop and church activists. Without the Direct Action,
which disrupted the WTO, the labor march would have
received a two-minute clip on the nightly news, with
something like, “A bunch of inefficient union workers
from the rustbelt marched for a return of the bad old days.
Fortunately the WTO delegates largely ignored these bits
of road kill on the way to the new economy. Although
they are hopeless Luddites, it is true that something must
be done for the losers in the new world economy who are
too old and hidebound to run a computer.”
Without the thousands of union members, it would
have been easier to write off the young protesters as
flakes, people who aren’t worried about basic issues like
having to earn a living. The ideal mix: “Teamsters and
turtles, together at last”.
This is a period when on certain issues, massive, nonviolent direct action is in order, as the demonstration in
Seattle shows. Every member who went reports that support for the demonstrations is overwhelming. And not just
from other workers in the shop, but family and others
regardless of what they do for a living. “We’re being
treated like conquering heroes,” marveled one of our
group.
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Perhaps the AFL-CIO was driven by policy advisors in
the Washington who didn’t understand how angry people
are about this issue. Perhaps they did not want to embarrass Gore. Perhaps Sweeney had an agreement by Clinton
to ask for enforceable labor standards. Perhaps they
thought that most people would be turned off by civil
disobedience. There were plenty of people in the labor
movement pushing for the labor movement to join in the
Direct Action —we lost.
Clinton, himself left the “working group” in the dust
when he came to Seattle and proposed at the last minute
that enforceable labor standards be included in talks for
the next WTO round. With his record of duplicity (remember the NAFTA side accords on labor rights?) this
has to be seen as a sop to bail out Gore more than anything else —although of course it’s good he said it, and
indicates strength on our part.
I did an interview on a “Trade Watch” program by NPR
and others with Congressman Dennis Kucinich of Cleveland. He predicted that both Democratic candidates would
start moving towards the labor movement on trade during
the primaries, and that the eventual candidate will pick a
running mate that has a strong pro-labor and environment
record on trade agreements. Sounds likely to me.
For our part, we have to just keep doing what got us
here, and not put our hopes on any of the presidential
candidates.
In Seattle, we were bailed out by the kids. The Steelworkers —hats off to them— and Longshoremen (ILWU)
did a great job, with the Longshoremen shutting down all
West Coast ports!

3. The Fair-trade movement is an internationalist
movement.
Even some of the mainstream commentaries noted this.
I was proud that the AFL-CIO rally had speakers from
Mexico, South Africa, the Caribbean, China, France, etc.
A Ford maquiladora worker got a huge response at the
AFL-CIO rally when she shouted, “Long Live the
Zapatistas!” It reminded me of a day in January of 1994,
after our bitter defeat on the NAFTA vote, when a member of our local union’s Legislative Committee came into
the union hall, all pumped up. He had a newspaper story
of the Chiapas rebellion which had just broken out: “Man,
these guys really hate NAFTA!

4. For some reason, the role of the faith-based
organizations was nearly blacked out in the press
that I read.

Photo courtesy of Vic Ulmer.

Church services and marchers of thousands got little
ink. They often focused on canceling third world debt, or
workers’ rights —groups like Preamble or Jubilee 2000.
The development of a powerful faith-based movement in
support of workers rights and a just international economy
is a key story of the ’90s, and was very evident in Seattle.
The endless gassing and firing of plastic projectiles and
rubber bullets into crowds of nonviolent demonstrators
made no sense to me at all. Tear gas will make you move
along temporarily, but it won’t generally make you go
home. The cops also had a few innovations since the ’60s,
like shooting two-inch chunks of wooden dowel at people.
One of these broke a window a few inches above one of
our group’s heads —he snatched it up as a souvenir.
Continued on page 5 È

The International Longshoreman Worker’s Union (ILWU) protesting the WTO in Seattle.
During the Conference, longshoreman stopped work, forcing all West coast ports to close.
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(continued from page 5)
Perhaps most important, focusing on the alleged “violence” and “rioting” of the protesters takes away from the
focus on the corporations who are trashing continents, not
a few plate-glass windows.

between two of us on a flight from Philadelphia to Boston,
told us: “You were there? Great. They were protesting in
Italy, too.” At a church-community coalition dinner speakers used it as an example of how you can change things
through action. The head of the local community health
center told us, “Hey, congratulations on Seattle.”
For most of the demonstrators in Seattle, this was not a
one-time thing. They’re already organized, and have been
working on trade, labor and environmental issues for
years, and return to their organizations energized for
more.
At least for a moment, and I am hopeful that it will last,
the “There is No Alternative” crowd is back on their heels
(to quote Margaret Thatcher). And the “There Must Be An
Alternative” crowd (our side) is on the offensive. The
stereotypes of the “selfish generation” of young folks, and
of the labor Neanderthals, both took fatal hits in Seattle.
So now to work on what we can do! Take advantage of
the presidential elections, the debate over Most Favored
Nation status for China, and whatever else comes along to
broaden the coalition and deepen our roots.
Congratulations, everyone. c

5. So what has changed?
Usually when something goes right, we suffer from
euphoria and overestimate our gains. And the corporations
always have more resources than we do in the effort to
define what has happened, and they make up some of their
losses. The second “Battle of Seattle” now underway is
the battle for public opinion over what Seattle means. As
has been pointed out in many other places, everyone is
talking about the WTO. Add this to our victories on FastTrack in Congress (twice), and the collapse of the talks on
a Multilateral Agreement on Investment —we are driving
the agenda.
I was optimistic about public support for the anti-WTO
demonstrations, but even so I was amazed at how broad it
was. A Seattle cabbie, picking his way through the gas,
told us, “Good. You can’t just lie down.” A programmer
for Fidelity, of all companies, who happened to be seated

One Person Can Make a
Difference — Thanks Julia!
Recently, Julia Butterfly ended her two-year stint living
on a platform perched about 180 feet in a redwood tree. At
age twenty-five she certainly demonstrated great commitment and courage toward bringing attention to the destruction of the Pacific Redwood ecosystem. Significantly,
her stand and the discussions that Judy Barry and others
had with the loggers brought many other groups together
at WTO. c

WTO Places Corporate Interests
on Notice
by Michael Moore
This is by no means the end of Big Business. The richest
1% still own 90% of everything in this world.
They will not go down without a fight.
But they have been put on notice that people from all
walks of life have had their fill and will not let up until we
have a fair, just, and democratic economy. This week,
Seattle was the Lexington and Concord of a movement
that now cannot be stopped. Mark it down, this last great,
important date of the 20th century —November 30,
1999—The Battle of Seattle, the day the people got tired
of having to work a second job while fighting off the
collection agents and decided it was time the pie was
shared with the people who baked it. c

Contacting the Editor of Your
Local Paper Works!
Kay O’Neill was so disturbed about the San Jose Mercury putting violence in Seattle on the front page and facts
about WTO in the back sections that she called the Editor.
Maybe it wasn’t just her call alone, but the front page took
on a different look.
And remember, when you do get a letter to the editor
printed, send it on to elected officials. They know it has
been read by many! c
Contributed by Kay’s friend, Larissa Keet.
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We Went to Seattle for
Everyone’s Grandchildren
A thirteen-year-old African American girl and her
mother parked near the bus stop on our way home after
the third full day and evening at the WTO protest in
Seattle. They thanked us for participating. The girl said
she’d just given a report on it. “What did you say?” I
asked. “That you were standing up for our rights!” Then
her Mother said, “That’s what I’ve always taught her. If
we don’t stand up and speak up we’ll lose our rights.”
The two nurses, also waiting, said all they heard was
about the violence and broken windows, not the issues.
What were the issues? Enough to bring 25,000 trade
unionists, plus 15,000 or more with many specific concerns: environmental, labor rights, human rights, fair trade
(not free trade), women of and for diversity, those concerned with gender issues, small farmers from around the
world, bio-technologists concerned that technology was
being used before the research was done to be clear what
the ramifications are, people concerned about privatization
of services, about biopiracy (patenting molecular parts of
plants and/or animals or people), and more.
Some more specific results of WTO rulings include:
• The prohibition of imports of French cheese because
France won’t import United States hormone treated
beef.
• The disappearance of tariffs (taxes) on corporations
moving goods from one country to another. This has
drastically increased our debt.
• The breakup of the family farm in the United States,
Europe and third world countries due to the inability
of countries to resist the requirements of pesticide
and herbicide use which poor farmers can’t afford.
Now there’s the potential of mandatory opening by all
nations to the privatization of all services called GATS
(General Agreement on Trade and Services): water, education, and waste management. Corporations and people
could cross borders and have to be treated just like locals:
another means to race to the bottom for wages and working conditions. c

The WTO “Pyramid of Greed” seen on
Seattle streets among protesters.

odw Gives WTO Programs
Unlike the Media!
• Poster Collection
• Photo Board
• Clippings from Seattle papers, San Jose Mercury,
Alternative Observer in Seattle, San Francisco
Chronicle, and others
• Interfaith Jubilee 2000 and Candlelight Human Chain
• Information from a variety of workshops and panels
• 15-minute video: the difference between free and
fair trade for a poor Nicaraguan coffee farmer.
• Discussion: Where Do We Go from Here?

“We have not had the same past, you and
ourselves, but we shall have the same future.
The era of separate destinies has run the
course.”
Cheikh Hamidou Kane, a Sengalese novelist
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Help Hurricane Mitch Survivors
Work/Study Opportunities
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala
July 1-21
• Week 1: Work with Nicaraguan Community Organizing
NGO CANTERA building projects
• Week 2: Work with Honduran Agricultural Development NGO COSECHA, assisting their trainees or
family members who are helping each other
• Week 3: Study Tour in Guatemala.
We will interact with locals who will orient us to the situation in the country . . . the struggles and successes. Come
with your energy, questions, friends and colleagues. Go
home with hope.
If you don’t have three weeks, choose two.
$750 for three weeks
$400 for first two weeks (Nicaragua and Honduras)
$500 for second and third (Honduras and Guatemala)
These prices do not include airfare.
Applications with $200 deposit accepted first.
Academic credit possible for extra fee.

Check out our new
and evolving
website at:
http://www.magiclink.net./~odw

Please Join Us — Upcoming Events
FEBRUARY 6
4 p.m.
Field test the activity: Building a Better Community
followed by a potluck supper at odw
FEBRUARY 5
8–12:45 p.m.
“Voices from the Past— Visions for the Future”
Social Science Teachers Mini-Conference at Historic
Hoover Middle School, 1671 Park Ave, San Jose
FEBRUARY 13 4 p.m.
Pot luck follows program reporting back from WTO/
discussion on what we can do!
APRIL 9
Human Chain to cancel the debt of poor nations:
Jubilee 2000 Washington D.C.
APRIL 29
Peace Chorale Annual Concert
JULY 1-21
odw Work/Study Tour: Nicaragua, Honduras,
Guatemala

Moving? Dont’ miss an issue of voices!
Please notify us of your new address.
We are now asking $8 per year from our readers to
support the publishing and broader circulation of this
newsletter. This issue is volume six. Have you sent
your donation for this new year to the address below?
Thanks
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developing countries and diverse cultures through:
Local Lending Resource Library: hands-on material, original
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Teacher Staff Development, Presentations in the community
Study Tours, For purchase: videos, posters, ballots from
South Africa, Simulations
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